
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1431
to Los Angeles, California, Mrs. Edwards re-
mained in Detroit as head of Motown’s Public
Affairs Division, and CEO of Detroit oper-
ations. Ongoing public visits and public de-
mand resulted in the official founding of the
Motown Historical Museum, Inc. in 1985.

Ester Gordy Edwards is also Vice Chair of
the African American Heritage Association
(AAHA) which provided the African American
Room in the Ethnic Heritage Center at Wayne
State University. She is a former member of
the National Board of Directors of the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Center for Non-Violent Social
Change and a former Trustee of the Founders
Society of the Detroit Institute of Arts.

Mrs. Edwards is a member of Bethel A.M.E.
Church, Alpha Kappa Alpha and Gamma Phi
Delta sororities. She is listed in ‘‘Who’s Who
in America’’ and ‘‘Who’s Who in the World.’’
One of her cherished honors is being selected
in 1994 ‘‘Distinguished Warrior’’ by the Detroit
Urban League, for her notable leadership in
the community and lifetime devotion to improv-
ing conditions in society. Esther Gordy Ed-
wards is the daughter of the late Bertha and
Berry Gordy Sr., widow of the late Michigan
State Representative George H. Edwards, and
mother of one son, Robert B. Bullock by a
previous marriage. She is stepmother to the
Honorable Harry T. Edwards, Judge, U.S.
Court of Appeals, District of Columbia; Verne
Edwards DeBorge and Pamela Edwards Mat-
thews.

I am proud to honor my close friend Ester
Gordy Edwards today, and am one of many
admirers of her dedication to excellence and
her desire to enrich and strengthen the African
American community. Ester Gordy Edwards is
a pioneer of African American music, and will
forever be remembered as a distinguished
woman who has served as a positive role
model for African American youth. She gave
hope to millions of African Americans by
showing that hard work, dedication to your ca-
reer, and the quest for excellence can trans-
late into dreams fulfilled and lives enriched.
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Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
would ask his colleagues to note that Hispanic
Heritage Month begins next week on Sep-
tember 15th. Hispanic Heritage Month is cele-
brated nationally and in this Member’s home
state of Nebraska from September 15th to Oc-
tober 15th. For Nebraskans, this is a time for
us to learn more about an ethnic group which
currently comprises 4 percent of our state’s
population. In fact, the U.S. Census Bureau
has noted that Hispanics are the largest mi-
nority group in Nebraska.

As this member’s colleagues know, individ-
uals throughout this country were involved in
the celebration of the Library of Congress Bi-
centennial and America’s richly diverse culture
through the Local Legacies Project. One of the
projects selected in Nebraska as a ‘‘local leg-
acy’’ was Nuestros Tesoros, translated as Our
Treasures: A Celebration of Nebraska’s Mexi-
can Heritage. This project resulted in a soft-
cover book that was the culmination of a part-
nership between the Nebraska Mexican Amer-

ican Commission and the Nebraska State His-
torical Society. The goal of this was to explore
and document the traditional arts, beliefs, and
histories of Mexican Americans of Omaha,
Lincoln, Grand Island, and Scottsbluff. As a
result of this project, it was discovered that
Hispanics now live in each of Nebraska’s 93
counties. It was also noted that while many
are recent immigrants working in many of Ne-
braska’s food processing plants, still others
are third- and fourth-generation Nebraskans—
descendants of those who came to work on
the railroads throughout Nebraska or in the
sugar beet fields in western Nebraska.

We celebrate each and every one of these
individuals who sought the ‘‘good life’’ that Ne-
braska offers its residents. Therefore, while
many events are planned throughout the na-
tion to celebrate Hispanic heritage, this Mem-
ber would like to note that the following events
are a few of those scheduled in Nebraska:

—September 14th, fundraiser in Omaha at
El Museo Latino, featuring speaker Jose
Cuevas, Counsel-General of the new Mexican
consulate in Omaha;

—September 16th, celebration in Omaha
sponsored by the City of Omaha;

—September 16th, festival in Scottsbluff
sponsored by the Our Lady Of Guadalupe
Church;

—September 29th to 30th, festival in Lincoln
sponsored by the Hispanic Center; and

—throughout the month, performances by a
dance group from Mexico that will tour various
communities in Nebraska.

Again, this Member urges his colleagues to
join the celebration of Hispanic Heritage
Month by recognizing and participating in the
events that are taking place in their congres-
sional districts and states in honor of those
Americans of Hispanic descent.
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Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, today
I congratulate James T. Sobject for his 28
years of exemplary service with the city of Los
Angeles.

Prior to beginning his career with the City of
Los Angeles in 1972, Mr. Sobject served two
years in the U.S. Army, attaining the rank of
Military Police Sergeant with security assign-
ments in West Germany and at the Military
Academy at West Point. He was then as-
signed to the City as a Junior Administrative
Assistant in the Elections Division of the City
Clerk’s Office, where he was soon after pro-
moted to the Assistant Elections Supervisor. In
1975, Mr. Sobject was promoted to Senior Ad-
ministrative Assistant in the Bureau of Sanita-
tion, of the Public Works Department, where
he supervised the Administrative Services
Section of the Sewage Treatment Division.
Two years later he joined the Office of the City
Administrative Officer as an Administrative An-
alyst, and was assigned as liaison analyst with
responsibilities for the Harbor Department and
the Department of Water and Power.

In 1978, Mr. Sobject was promoted to Sen-
ior Administrative Analyst and for eight years
he was the lead analyst on the Police Depart-
ment budget. Subsequently, he was assigned

to the Municipal Facilities Construction Pro-
gram and the City Hall Seismic Rehabilitation
Project. Mr. Sobject was next promoted to
Chief Administrative Analyst in 1997 with the
responsibility of supervising the Public Safety
Budget Group that which includes Police, Fire,
Animal Services, and Building and Safety De-
partment budget liaison assignments. Not long
afterwards, Mr. Sobject was assigned to su-
pervise the CAO’s Finance Group which is re-
sponsible for citywide revenue forecasting,
budget coordination and administering the
City’s automated budget system.

For his work in the CAO’s Finance Group,
Mr. Sobject received special recognition from
Mayor Richard J. Riordan for his ‘‘hard work,
dedication, and extraordinary professionalism,’’
with respect to the annual budget process.
James T. Sobject has been a valuable mem-
ber of our community and praiseworthy civil
servant. Mr. Sobject deserves our thanks for
his dedicated service to the City of Los Ange-
les. I wish him and his family the best and I
hope that he enjoys the active retirement
which he so richly deserves.
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to honor a great Philadelphian, Ann
Hagele. For a decade, Ann served older Phila-
delphians as Executive Director of the Phila-
delphia Senior Center.

That 50 year old institution is one of this na-
tion’s premier service providers for the elderly.
Philadelphians are living longer and are more
active than ever. Under Ms. Hagele’s leader-
ship, the agency expanded it’s services to
meet the needs of today’s senior. She insti-
tuted financial management and housing
counseling, community dining, and programs
to help seniors live independently and in good
health. She launched a wheel chair-accessible
mini-bus service to help clients stay mobile, a
fitness-for-life center and a learning center, to
improve their physical and mental conditions.
And when heat waves threatened seniors’
lives, Ann started a fan distribution program
that gave out almost 6,000 fans to poor Phila-
delphians.

Mr. Speaker, Ann Hagele has decided to re-
tire from the Philadelphia Senior Center. Her
leadership will be missed, but her legacy will
live on. I know my colleagues will join me in
honoring her today.
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Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, due
to my presence at a funeral of a close family
friend on Wednesday, September 6, I was not
able to participate in any rollcall votes that
took place on that day. If I had been present,
I would have voted yes on rollcall votes #451,
#452 and #453.
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